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missionary from Oregon. He is in the service of the American Board 
of Commissioners of Foreign Missions. Rarely have I seen such a spec- 
tacle as he presented. His dress should be preserved as a curiosity ; it 
was quite in the style of the old pictures of Philip Quarles and Rob- 
inson Crusoe. When he came on board and threw down his traps, one 
said "what a loafer!" I made up my mind at a glance that he was 
either a gentleman traveler, or a missionary ; that he was every inch 
a man and no common one was clear. The Doctor has been eight 
years at the territory, has left his wife there, and started from home 
on the 1st of October. He has not been in bed since, having made his 
lodging on buffalo robe and blanket, even on board the boat. He is 
about thirty-six or seven years of age, I should judge, and has 
stamped on his brow a great deal of what David Crockett would call 
"God Almighty's common sense." Of course when he reached Bos- 
ton he would cast his shell and again stand out a specimen of the 
"humans." 

I greatly question whether such a figure ever passed through the 
Sound since the days of steam navigation. He is richly fraught with 
information relative to that most interesting piece of country, and I 
hope will shortly lay it before the good people of Boston and New 
York. Could he appear in New York Tabernacle — in his traveling 
costume— and lecture on the Northwest coast, I think there would be 
very few standing places. Much of his route was on foot and occa- 
sionally on horse or mule back, with a half-breed guide. To avoid the 
hostile Indians he had to go off to the Spanish country, and thence to 
Santa F6. A rascally hackman took him in at New York, and carried 
him from place to place at his whim and finally put him down near the 
Battery, close to his starting point, charging him two dollars, and it 
being midnight he succeeded in the vile extortion. 

CIVIS. 

In connection with our friend's communication we subjoin an inter- 
esting account of Doctor Whitman's mission, as given by Mr. Farnham 
in his travels in 1839 over the Rocky Mountains. [Fills over one and 
a half columns.] 



DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE OREGON EMI- 
GRATION MOVEMENT, 1842-43. 

OREGON— PITTSBURGH MEETING AND DOCTOR WHITE'S 

REPORT. 

The following paragraphs we find in several of the eastern papers 
this morning: 

"The Settlement of Oregon. — The meeting at Pittsburgh last week, 
reported that it was not expedient for American citizens to emigrate 
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to Oregon until the United States Government had taken measures to 
secure and protect the emigrants in their rights. 

We see, by a letter in the New York papers, that Elijah White, who 
went as United States agent to Oregon, and took with him a large party 
of emigrants, writes, under date of August 17th, that his party had in- 
creased to one hundred and twelve, although they had lost two, one 
by sickness and the other by accident. They started with nineteen 
wagons, and their journey had been slow and tedious ; but they had 
passed two thirds of the way, and were in excellent health and good 
spirits. A favorable opportunity for emigration will occur in April, 
through the aid of Mr. Fitzpatrick, at Independence. Mr, White ad- 
vises those who intend to go to prepare light strong wagons, and to 
take no loading except cooking utensils, and provisions for four 
months. Mules are preferable to horses.- He says no doubt exists as 
to ultimate success of the colony." 

From the Jeffersonian Republican, September 17, 1842. 
THE SETTLING OF OREGON. 

We learn with gratification that it is at least rumored that an expedi- 
tion is about to be got up in Saint Louis, to colonize the rich and interest- 
ing Territory of Oregon. To such as have so laudable and advantageous 
an enterprise in view, we are prepared and feel warranted in saying, 
that it rests not upon "rumor" that many of our fellow-citizens of upper 
Missouri intend emigrating to that highly celebrated region next 
spring, and will no doubt be glad to be joined by as many of the enter- 
prising citizens of Saint Louis as may think it their interests to join 
them. 

We learn from the "Oregon Correspondence Committee" of this 
place, that already they are beginning to receive names of gentlemen 
desirous of joining the expeditions, and from present indications, there 
seems to be no doubt remaining that there will be quite a large com- 
pany formed. Let not those who now [have it?] in contemplation, draw 
back, but steadily persevere, and they may confidently promise them- 
selves success. The country which they seek is no doubt one of equal 
attraction and advantages as any on the globe, and we rest assured 
that so soon as the number of inhabitants will justify, the fostering 
hand of a territorial government will be extended to it. Up then 
every pioneer, and let your cry be "Onward!" — Western Missourian. 

From the Ohio Statesman, March 7, 1843. 

LETTER FROM AN OREGON EMIGRATION AGENT TO A 
FRIEND AT PITTSBURG. 

Washington City, February 21, 1843. 
Dear Sir : Nothing of importance has transpired in Congress since 
my last. I am informed by members of the House of Representatives 
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that the bill for the occupation and settlement of Oregon Territory 
will come before the House this week. It will pass when acted upon. 
It was referred to the Committee of Foreign Affairs. John Quincy 
Adams, chairman of the committee, reported back the same without 
amendment, on the 13th, and, as might have been expected from him, 
recommended that the bill do not pass. It is evident, notwithstanding, 
that the bill will pass when acted upon. Captain Stine [Steen], com- 
manding the Dragoons at Fort Leavenworth, has addressed several let- 
ters to Dr. L. F. Linn and others, wishing the Secretary of War to grant 
him permission to accompany us with the Dragoons. I have postponed 
an interview with the Secretary of War till I am ready to leave for the 
West. I have sent many documents to you and others. You will 
please send some of them to your friends in Ohio, Wheeling, and other 
places, if you have any to spare. I have given the names of the several 
committees in Pittsburgh, and west of it, to a number of the members, 
who promise that they will continue to send all the documents calcu- 
lated to throw light on the subject of Oregon, etc. 

I am happy to learn that the citizens of Pittsburgh take so warm an 
interest in the matter. 

I am your most humble and obedient servant, 

J. M. SHIVELY. 

From the Ohio Statesman of March 3, 1848. 

The War Department made the following responses to 
the inquiries of Prof. Joseph Schafer for information as 
to provision of military escort in 1843 for body of emi- 
grants going to Oregon : 

First indorsement. 

War Department, 
Adjutant General's Ofeice, 
Washington, September 5, 1902. 
Respectfully submitted to the Chief of the Record and Pension 
Office, War Department. 

No information touching the matter of escort for emigrants from 
Fort Leavenworth to Oregon in the year 1843 has been found in this 
office. 

J. PARKER, 
Major of Cavalry, Assistant Adjutant General. 

Second indorsement. 

Record and Pension Office, 

War Department, 

Washington, September 10, 1902. 

Respectfully submitted to the Quartermaster General of the Army. 

The records on file in this office show that J. M. Shively, of St. 

Louis, Missouri, stated under date of March 25, 1843, that his party 

would start for Oregon on April 20, 1843 ; and that he desired a com- 
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party of troops. The records also show that the communication of Mr. 
Shively was charged to the Quartermaster General. 

Nothing additional has been found bearing on this inquiry. 



Chief, Record and Pension Office. 
[Name signed not decipherable.] 

Third indorsement. 

War Department, 
Quartermaster General's Office, 
Washington, October 6, 190%. 
Respectfully returned, by direction of the Quartermaster General, 
to Mr. Joseph Schafer, No. 311 Park Street, Madison, Wisconsin. 

No record of any correspondence with Captain E. Steen, 1st Dra- 
goons, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, during the year 1843, bearing on 
the matter of a military escort for emigrants is found, nor is there any 
record of the communication of J. M. Shively referred to in the sec- 
ond indorsement hereon. 

S. F. LONG, (?) 
Major and Quartermaster, United States Army. 



From the Ohio Statesman February 24, 1843. 
OREGON. 

The Xenia Free Press says : A farmer in this county informed us a 
few days since that he could raise a company of fifty families who, if 
[supported?] by the Government, would march, on short notice, for 
Oregon. 

Also on the same page : The State Begister (Illinois) says that the 
largest meetings it ever witnessed were held in Springfield on "Wednes- 
day and Thursday evenings in the hall of the House of Representa- 
tives, a couple of whigs talking the British side of the question. 



From the Ohio Statesman, February 17, 1813. 
THE OREGON MEETING.. 

[The meeting was evidently held on Saturday, February 11th.] 
The meeting on Saturday evening at the Council Chamber was 
much more fully attended than was expected, the proceedings of which 
will be found in our paper. After the organization and the appoint- 
ment of a committee to report to the adjourned meeting to be held on 
Thursday evening next, William B. Hubbard, Esq., in answer to a call 
of the meeting, commenced a most interesting address, prefaced by 
offering a resolution complimentary of Doctor Linn of Missouri, and 
those senators who stood by him in the advocacy of the bill for the 
settlement of this territory. The cry of fire caused Mr. H. to close 
his remarks, with a request by the meeting that he would proceed 
with them at the next meeting. We hope Mr. H. will prepare a 
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synopsis of his remarks for the press. Nothing would be read with 
gre.ater interest at this time. 

The Government should speedily establish military posts from the 
frontier settlements on the Missouri to the Pacific. Settlements would 
speedily take place around each post, and produce in abundance would 
soon be raised to supply the post and the flow of emigration. 

An adjourned meeting of the citizens of Columbus and its vicinity 
was held in the United States courtroom on the evening of Thursday, 
the 10th instant, in pursuance of a resolution adopted at the last 
meeting. 

[Colonel Medary (editor of the Statesman), from a committee ap- 
pointed to collect facts, reported that the committee wanted more time. 
The subject growing more and more interesting, on motion the com- 
mittee was allowed till next Thursday.] 

The resolution offered at last meeting was then taken up, and on 
motion of Mr. Hubbard, was amended by adding, at the end thereof, 
the words "without the violation of any international law. " 

The resolution, as amended, read as follows : 

Besolved, That this meeting duly appreciate the untiring labors and 
distinguished abilities of Senator Linn and others in Congress, in 
their successful advocacy of the just claim of the United States to the 
Oregon Country ; and that, as a component part of the Great West, we 
hope for a speedy adjustment of our rights upon the borders of the 
Pacific Ocean, and a like speedy occupation and settlement of that 
country, without the violation of any international law. 

[Copy ordered sent to Hon. Joseph Ridgway, member of Congress 
for the district.] 

The Ohio Statesman of March 10, 1843, contains the 
report of the committee appointed as per the above ac- 
counts. The report seems to have been drawn up by 
Col. Samuel Medary, chairman, and is a strong and in- 
teresting document of considerable length. It discusses 
in full, with all the information available at the time, 
the economic advantages of the Oregon Country, as well 
as the question of title. The report is accompanied by 
a map. 



From the Ohio /Statesman, March 14, 1843. 
OREGON. 

The people are again in motion here in relation to the emigration 
to Oregon this spring. Peter H. Burnett, Esq., one of our most esti- 
mable citizens is among the foremost here in exciting a laudable spirit 
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in relation to the settlement of that desirable country. On Tuesday 
evening Mr. Burnett delivered a very able lecture upon this subject, 
in which was embodied a vast fund of information calculated to im- 
press all who had the pleasure of hearing him with the advantages 
attendant on an early settlement of our western demesne. The Amer- 
ican eagle is flapping his wings, the precurser of the end of the Brit- 
ish lion, on the shores of the Pacific. Destiny has willed it.— Platte 
(Missouri) Eagle. 

From the Chillicothe Intelligencer, March 17, 1848. 
[At a meeting on March 8th, held in the Courthouse, Amos Holton 
presented a series of resolutions, and addressed the meeting at length] 
showing the origin and justice of our claim, and the immense value 
of that territory to the United States, in a commercial point of view, 
and to the West in particular, when, on motion the preamble and res- 
olutions were unanimously adopted. 

JOHN A. FULTON, Chairman. 
WM. E. GILMORE, Secretary. 



From the Ohio Statesman, April 26, 1843, quoting the Iowa Gazette (Burlington) . 

OREGON. 

(The article aims to give a plan of preparations for emigrating, in- 
cluding detailed advice as to outfit, route, etc. The suggestions are 
similar to those adopted by the Bloomington meeting, for which see 
The Quarterly of the Oregon Historical Society, Volume III, page 
390-391, December number.) 

[The writer thinks that there is a ferry at or near Council Bluffs.] 
I speak of Burlington as a very suitable point to start from, because 
we have an abundance of the necessary supplies, and an excellent and 
very commodious steam ferryboat for those who are east of us. 

(Signed) * One Who Intends to Emigrate. 

N. B. — Newspapers who are friendly to the enterprise are requested 
to give the above an insertion. 

The same issue of the Statesman still farther quotes 
from the Gazette as follows : 

OREGON. 

The Oregon fever is raging in almost every part of the Union. 
Companies are forming in the East, and in several parts of Ohio, which, 
added to those of Illinois, Iowa, and Missouri, will make a pretty 
formidable army. The larger portion of those will probably join the 
companies of Fort Independence, Missouri, and proceed together 
across the mountains. It would be reasonable to suppose that there 
will be at least five thousand Americans west of the Rocky Mountains 
by next autumn. This, if nothing else, will compel Congress to act 
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upon the matter. We have reason to suppose, however, that we shall 
have a congress which will assume the responsibility even without any 
inducement other than the protection of American honor and Amer- 
ican rights. 



From the National Intelligencer (Washington), June 7, 1843. 
EMIGRANTS FOR OREGON. 

The Liberty Banner, published in Clay County, Missouri, says : We 
are informed that the expedition to Oregon, now rendezvoused at 
Westport in Jackson County, will take up its line of march oh the 20th of 
[May] this month. The company consists of some four or five hundred 
emigrants, some with their families. They will probably have out 
one hundred and fifty wagons, drawn by oxen, together with horses 
for nearly every individual, and some milch cows. They will, we sup- 
pose, take as much provision with them as they can conveniently 
carry, together with a few of the necessary implements of husbandry. 
There are in the expedition a number of citizens of inestimable value 
to any community, men of fine intelligence and intrepid character, 
admirably calculated to lay the firm foundations of a future empire. 



From the Ohio Statesman, May 3, 1813. 
We attach the suggestions in the report of General Worthington, 
adopted in this city on Saturday evening, in advance of the publica- 
tion of the report : 

"The committee, then, do most respectfully recommend that a con- 
vention of the western and southwestern states and territories be im- 
mediately called, to urge upon the General Government immediate 
occupation of the Oregon country by a military force, and to adopt 
such measures as may seem most conducive to its immediate and ef- 
fectual occupation, whether the government acts or not in the matter. 

"That it be declared to the world, that the Californias never should 
pass into the hands of England for any purpose whatever ; and that if 
they go out of the possession of Mexico, they should at once be at- 
tached to the future North American Republic of the Pacific Ocean. 

"That all rumored negotiations of the surrender of any part of the 
Pacific border for an equivalent in the Californias, should be de- 
nounced as fraught with danger to the peace and honor and liberty of 
the American continents, and as a repudiation of Mr. Monroe's tri- 
umphantly sustained declaration of 1823, that these continents are not to 
be considered subjects. of colonization by any European power. 

" That it be declared that Great Britain should be excluded from 
the whole of the Northwest coast, between our boundaries with Mexico 
and Russia ; and, that, to give her any part, will be a virtual loss of 
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the whole, as it will cripple, or entirely prevent any important com- 
mercial operations by American citizens on our Pacific coast. 

" That we recommend the Oregon Convention to be held in Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, on the third, fourth, and fifth days of July, 1843. 

"That measures be immediately taken for the appointment of com- 
mittees at the capitals of all the states and territories west and south- 
west of the Alleghanies, to urge such action upon their several legis- 
latures as will induce Congress to immediate occupation of Oregon 
country by the arms, the laws, and the citizens of the United States. 

"That an address be published to the people of the West, and the 
Union generally, setting forth, and urging the adoption of the prin- 
ciples and opinions above proclaimed." 

[The meeting to appoint the delegates to this Oregon Convention 
was called to meet in Columbus on the last Saturday in June.] 



EXPERIENCES OF THE EMIGRATION OF 1843. 

From the New York Tribune (weekly), August 5, 1843. 
We find the following letter from the Oregon Emigration in the 
Iowa Gazette of the 8th instant (July) : 

OREGON EMIGRATING COMPANY. 

Kansas River, June 3, 1843. 
* * There are over 3,000 and perhaps 5,000 head of cattle, mules, 
and horses attached to the company. Captain Applegate has over 200 
head, and others over 100 head. This has been a bone of contention 
with some of the emigrants and very nearly divided the company. 
Indeed, I am not certain but it will be the means of a split yet, as 
there are a number without cattle who refuse to assist in guarding 
them. The dissatisfaction is not quite so violent now, as the cattle 
owners have agreed to furnish the company with beef, (in case of 
scarcity of buffalo meat,) work cattle and milch cows, the former at 
a price to be fixed by the committee, and the cows and oxen with- 
out charge. The company have agreed to this proposition, and the 
former law, limiting each individual to three head of loose cattle, is 
thereby repealed. The number of cattle is quite too large. It is im- 
possible to guard them at night, and the Indians at this place have 
already commenced stealing horses and killing cattle. The company 
which leaves next spring for Oregon should keep strict guard on their 
cattle and horses at the crossing of this river, as some eight or ten 
horses and mules have been stolen in one night from our company. 
Doctor Whitman from Walla Walla, who is in our company, advises 
that the company divide into three or four parties, for speed and con- 
venience, as there will be no danger from the Indians. 



